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Steve Mellon, Post-Gazette
Artist David Calfoin his Blue Collar Gallery on Hatfield Street in
Lawrenceville.

By Diana NelsonJones,Pittsburgh PostGazette

If Pittsburghhasa sustainingstory ofneighborhoodit's that manyfamilies keepthe same
housefor generations.

In Lawrenceville the 4700 blockof Hatfield Streetis a microcosmof a shift that maysoon
put that claimin theremnantbin with the moniker"SteelCity."

Oncethe epitomeof generationatontinuity, the block hasseenabouthalf its properties
changehandsin thelastdecadeWell off the beaterpathof gallery-strewnButler Street,
threeart galleriessprangup on theblock a yearagothis month.

As Pittsburgh'sstory continueso changelLawrencevillemay bearthe mostdramatic
witness, withits fading blendof old-countrymoresandbountyof galleries.

Hatfield is severalblockstowardthe river from Butler, "thefrontier of the frontier,"” said
Kate Trimble, executivedirectorof the LawrencevilleCorp., aneighborhoodlevelopment
nonprofit."But | seethe appealof Hatfield. It's theindustrialedge.It's gritty andauthentic.”

Hatfield runsfrom 44th Streetto 50th, with the ghostof the Heppenstalkteelmill behindit,
andthe millworker housingstill lookslike millworker housing.

Dan Tomasovichgrewup on theblock, workedasa blacksmithat Heppenstalfor 30 years
andranDan'sBar at 4715 Hatfielduntil 1989. Hemovedawayfrom Lawrencevillefrom his
residencen the 1960s,whenhis parentsdied.

His old baris oneof the block'sfew vacantproperties.

"l still go overthereto clearthe snow,"saidMr.
Tomavich,who now lives in Ross."But thelastgirl |
knewwho wasbornon that streethey buriedher
seven eight yearsago."Of theartgalleries,he said,"|
think it's great.”

In 2001, DavidCalfo boughtan 8,700squarefoot Steve Mellon, P;,s;_Gazene

warehousdhat hadbeenempty sincehe 1960s. Dan Glasser prepares for a show at
Trinity Gallery on Hatfield Street.

Click photo for larger image.

He wasmaking artfrom the salvagedontentsof old
buildingsin his sparetime whenhe got laid off from a
job in restorationconstructionlt took somegutsto opena gallery, he said,"but everyond
know told me,'Gofor it." "

DNA: aBlue-Collar Galleryis his offering to the neighborhoode haslived in mostof his
life. "Most peoplehereknow me," he said."I'm aregularguy with a pickup.”

Severaldoorsdown, ElizabethMonoian'sHatfield Househasan artistin-residency|t is one
of threelocationssheandher sister,Barbaraoperateasan exchangerogramfor artists.
The othertwo area fishing boatin Alaskaanda rentcontrolledloft in the EastVillage of
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New York City.

A New York transplantshelives two blocksfrom hergallery. She financeserart projects
with work asa Web designerandteacher.

Photographeban Gaserboughta building that hadbeena roominghouse speakeasyheer
distributor,VCR repairshopandhouseat the cornerof 48th Streetalmosttwo yearsago.
He renovatedt into the Trinity Galleryfor fine art photography.

Mr. Gasersaida synergydevelopecamongthe gallerieswhentheywereall planning to
open.

"Elizabethsaid,'Why don'twe just call ourselves'the Hatfield StreetGalleries"andseeif
we canbring peopledownfrom Butler? "

They openedn tandemand,since,eachhasopenedor the othersreceptionsTogetherthey
threw a block partylast summerto thankthe neighbors.

"We all havethe samegoal: topromoteartandthis new cultureof Pittsburgh,"saidMr.
Calfo.

Mr. Gaser'seceptionlast Saturdayfor artistsJayneOsgoodand JesseSharrarddrew 400
people.

Two of them wereKate and JoshBayer,who movedto the block threeyearsagoafter 27
yearsin Penn Hills.

"It's really cool to walk acrosghe streetto an event,"saidMs. Bayer.

Josie Bajorasat 82, isoneof the only single-family homeownerseft who canclaim 40
yearson theblock. She livesin thehomehersistersoldherin 1973 andmakescookiesfor
DNA Gallery'sopeningsShe alsajivesMr. Calfo householdtemsshedoesn'tuseanymore
for his sculpture.

Textile artist KateMorrison-Bagin saidsheandher husbandChristian,a Pittsburghnative,
"had no clue"theyweremovingonto a streetthat would sprout threart galleries.Theyhad
lived in New York beforemovingto Pittsburgh.

Theyalsohadno ideatheir toddlerwould beoneof five on thestreet."The old-timerstold
us therehavebeenno babiedor yearsandyears,"shesaid.

Meanwhile,the pastlingersin the view behindtheir house the ghostof steel.
"We love our view of the Heppenstalplant,” shesaid."It's probablyonly a matterof time

beforeUPMC or somebodywantsit, butin the meantimejt's veryuniqueandthere's
nothingelsethat givessucha senseof place.”

(Diana NelsonJonescan be reachedat djones@postazette.conor 412-263-1626. )
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